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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Virginia Historical Society, 


Annual Meeting held December 31st, 


The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society was 
called to assemble at the Society’s House, on Saturday evening, 
December 28th, 1901, at 8:30 P. M., but on account of very in- 
clement weather there was no quorum, and the meeting was 
adjourned until Tuesday evening, December 31st, when it was 
to take place in the hall of the House of Delegates, immediately 
before the annual address. 

On the evening of December 31st, a considerable number of 
ladies and gentlemen being present in the hall of the House of 
Delegates, Mr. Joseph Bryan, President of the Society, called 
the meeting to order, and after stating the cause of the adjourn- 
ment read 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


- RICHMOND, VA., December 14, 1901. 


To the Members of the Virginia Historical Society: 

The Executive Committee of your Society beg to make the 

following report of the Society for the year ending November 9, 
IgOI: 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The membership of the Society has been well maintained, and 

after making all required deductions, we have 768 names on the 

roll, an increase of two over the number last year. 
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IV VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


FINANCIAL. 


Our financial condition, while sound, does not appear as flour- 
ishing, as indicated by the balance on hand, as it really is in fact. 
The Treasurer’s statement shows as follows: 


Balance on hand November 10, 1900..........-0.eeeseeeees $ 652 98 
RECEIPTS. 

Sale of publications (books)...... ........ 29 50 

3,581 BI 

4,234 09 

EXPENDITURES. 

Printing: Magazines, Catalogue, &c............. 1,239 85 
Binding, purchase of books, stationery, &c...... 83 86 
Insurance. ...... tid 67 50 

4,207 09 

Balance in State Bank November 9, 1901... 27 00 

$4,234 09 

The Treasurer holds on account of the Permanent Fund: = eo he 

State Bank 3% certificate. .....20ccccccccsccsscescces $ 400 00 

Virginia State bond, 100 00 
Mortgage running 3 years, from May 9, 1go1, bearing 

LY, 3,000 00 


This is an increase of $300.00 over the amount of the perma- 


nent fund in 1goo. 
The small balance on hand is due to the extraordinary ex- 


penditure for repairs, and also for printing the catalogue, which 
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amounted together to over $540.82. The actual receipts for the 
past year were $256.64 less than the previous year, due chiefly 
to the failure of members to pay their dues. It would be a very 
great relief to the officers of the Society if some of the mem- 
bers would exercise more consideration in promptly paying their 
dues upon notice from the Treasurer. It should be remembered 
that this is not a money making concern and that it is entirely 
dependent upon the support of its members, and that we need 
all their aid to carry on our work. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


Since our last annual report 484 books and pamphlets have 
been added to the library. In addition to these a most inter- 
esting and valuable addition has been made to the department 
of newspapers, of which fifty bound volumes were added to the 
collection this year. In the number of the Magazine for next 
month (January, 1902) a full list of all of our newspapers will 
appear. Several more volumes of value will be bound during 
the ensuing year. 

We find it too extensive, if not almost impossible, to publish 
at length in this report a full list of all the gifts which have been 
made to our Society during the past year. It would take sev- 
eral pages to recite them all. But we desire gratefully to ac- 
knowledge our indebtedness for these gifts to: 


Mrs. James Lyons, Mrs. Charles Washington Coleman, Mr. 
Edward W. James, Rev. Edgar Woods, Mr. George P. Hum- 
phreys, of Rochester, N. Y., Hon. J. L. M. Curry, Mr. J. B. 
Thayer, of Boston, Society for the History of the Germans in 
Maryland, Virginia Society of Sons of the Revolution, Miss 
Kate Mason Rowland, Prof. C. W. Kent, Prof J. A. C. Chand- 
ler, Hon. F. R. Lassiter, Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, Mr. Worthington C. Ford, Major Powha- 
tan Ellis, Mr. Senjamin P. Owen, Jr., Mr. R. A. Dunlop, Mr. 
E. J. Sellers, Mr. J. S. Moore, Rev. Greenough White, Mr. H. 
M. Jenkins, Mr. Alexander Brown, Mr. Miles White, Jr. 


Besides the gifts of books and papers received from these 
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vl VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


donors, the Society has made additions on its own account, con- 
siderably increasing the usefulness and interest of this library, 


GIFTS AND LOANS. 


A full length oil portrait of George Washington has been de- 
posited with this Society by the representatives of the Southern 
Society of New York. 

A portrait in crayon of Admiral French Forrest, Confederate 
States Navy, the senior officer from Virginia in the service, pre- 
sented by his son, the Rev. Douglas F. Forrest, D. D. 

Mr. John H. Herndon has presented a large collection of pho- 
tographs of places of historic and antiquated interest in and 


about Alexandria. 

There has also been presented to this Society the family 
Bible of Thomas Nelson, signer of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, Governor of Virginia, and commander of the Virginia 


troops at the seige of Yorktown. 

The Misses Chamberlayne, of Richmond, who are the great 
grand daughters of Bishop Madison, have loaned the Society 
the following pictures: full length portrait of the Rt. Rev. James 
Madison, D. D., first Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Virginia, 
and president of William and Mary College; a portrait of Rob- 
ert G. Scott, a distinguished lawyer of Richmond, who married 
Bishop Madison's daughter; a colored picture of William and 
Mary College in 1795. 

Mr. Arthur G. Fuller, of Groton, Mass., has sent the Society 
a considerable collection of manuscript, chiefly of the seven- 
teenth century, which were saved by an officer of Gen. McClel- 
lan’s army when the men under his command were using the 
records of Charles City county for fuel. 

A portrait of Mr. Wilson Cary Nicholas, believed to be by 
Gilbert Stuart, Governor of Virginia and United States Senator, 
has been loaned to the Society by Mr. Bernard Peyton, of Rich- 


moud. 
Two large photographs of Christ Church, Lancaster county, 
built in 1772, and the only Colonial church in the State whose 
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interior has remained entirely unchanged, was presented by Mr. 
Sainuel Froth, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. James Parke Corbin, of Fredericksburg, has loaned the 
Society for the purpose of having them copied, the letter book 
of Colonel Richard Corbin, last Royal Receiver-General of Vir- 
ginia, and an orderly book of Captain R. H. Corbin’s company 
of militia at Norfolk in the war of 1812. 


A certificate of citizenship of James Scott, of Richmond, 
dated 1811, and bearing a very fine impression of the great seal 
of the State, has been presented by Mrs. Maxwell Clarke, of 
Richmond. 

A large photograph of St. Paul’s Church, Norfolk, presented 
by Mr. Edward W. James, of Norfolk. 

Others who have made contributions to the Society in the last 
year, are: 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Neff, Dr. C. J. Cleborne, U. S. N., Capt. 
Richard Irby, Mr. F. Robert Schell, Captain H. H. Bellas, U. 
S. A., Dr. B. W. Green, Mr. J. H. Benton, Miss Minnie F. 
Mickley, Mr. Charles Kemper, Mr. R. A. Da Costa, Miss Emily 
Mason, Mr. Eugene C. Massie, Miss Edith M. Beveridge. 


The card catalogue of the books and manuscript has been 
kept up. The library has been more entensively used by mem- 
bers than ever before. The additions to our manuscripts have been 
considerable since the catalogue of 1900 was issued, and cards 
to these have been added numbering 875 references. The 
manuscripts still to be catalogued will number as many more. 


We have again to thank the ladies of the several societies 
that meet in our building for furnishing us with a number of the 
leading periodicals. The best of these will be bound. 

During the last year we have arranged in two large cases 
some of the very interesting collection of historic relics which 
have been either given or loaned the Society, thus making them 
more accessible for inspection than heretofore. 

The various additions to our library make increased accomo- 
dations almost imperative. 
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Vill VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


This committee reports the completion of the catalogue of our 
manuscripts, which was published as a supplement to our mag- 
azine, and has been distributed. It contains 120 pages. 

The magazine has been regularly issued, and will be continued 
on the same general plan of devoting its pages particularly to 
hitherto unpublished Virginian historical documents. In the 
January number begins the appearance of an abridgment of the 
laws of Virginia, compiled in 1694. This will probably be com- 
pleted in three numbers. 

After its completion, it is the intention of the committee to 
reprint a small edition, say 300 copies, for sale to those who may 
wish to obtain it in this form. 

In the April number will begin one of the most valuable series 
of papers in regard to Virginia history which we have yet under- 
taken. This will consist of the petitions, communications and 
other papers received by the General Assembly, beginning 
chiefly in 1774. There are a few, however, of an earlier date. 
The Society is indebted to Mr. J. T. Lawless, Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, and Mr. W. W. Scott, State Librarian, for per- 
mission to copy these documents and for facilities given us in so 
doing. 

The committee desires especially to express its thanks to Col- 
onel C. B. Bryant, of Martinsville, Va., for his valuable contri- 
butions from the Henry county records. It would be fortunate 
for the cause of Virginia history if each county could claim so 
intelligent and zealous a student of its records. The records of 
Henry county contain a most essential contribution to the his- 
tory of southwest Virginia. 


DEATHS. 


We have to report the loss during the last year by death of a 
number of distinguished members, the only life member being 
Colonel RoBERT BEVERLEY, of Fauquier county. The others 
were: 
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Dr. THoMAs BOHANNON, Louisville, Ky. 

CALDERON CARLISLE, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. W. H. Ecte, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Prof. JOHN Fiske, Cambridge, Mass. 

Ex-President BENJAMIN HARRISON, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Joun T. Mason, of R., Baltimore, Md. 

Hon. Luke Pryor, Athens, Ala. 

EDWARD E. SA.tisBury, New Haven, Conn. 

Gen. W. S. STRIKER, Trenton, N. J. 

RICHARD WALKE, Norfolk, Va. 


GENERAL. 


In conclusion we would say that the physical condition of the 
Society building has been greatly improved during the past year 
by the repairs already reported, while in respect to its work 
there is no reason to believe that interest in the Society has 
abated. Indeed, as we approach the time when the minds of all 
men will be brought back to the great settlement in Virginia in 
1607, and to the tremendous results which have followed that set- 
tlement, and when the place which Virginia has occupied in 
the history of this country is considered, the interest in the work 
of this Virginia Historical Society will grow and expand. We 
certainly have material which cannot be gotten elsewhere, and it 
will be our duty to bring this to light and to spread it abroad. 


JOSEPH BRYAN, 
December 14, 1901. President. 


The report was, on motion, received, and, as usual, ordered 
to be printed in the Magazine. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The next business was the election of officers for the ensuing 
year. 

Mr. Henry R. Pollard moved that the present officers be re- 
elected. 

This motion was seconded, and on being put by Mr. Pollard 
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(as the presiding officer of the meeting was one.of the nomi- 
nees), was unanimously adopted. 

The officers chosen are as follows: 

President—Joseph Bryan. 

Vice-Presidents—]. L. M. Curry, Washington, D. C.; Archer 
Anderson, Richmond, Va., and Virginius Newton, Richmond, 
Va. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian—William G. Stanard, 
Richmond, Va. 

Recording Secretary—David C. Richardson, Richmond, Va. 

Treasurer—Robert T. Brooke, Richmond, Va. 

Executive Committee—Lyon G. Tyler, Williamsburg, Va.; 
E. V. Valentine, Richmond, Va.; C. V. Meredith, Richmond, 
Va.; A. C. Gordon, Staunton, Va.; B. B. Munford, Richmond, 
Va.; W. Gordon McCabe, Richmond, Va.; Wm. H. Palmer, 
Richmond, Va.; Edward Wilson James, Norfolk, Va.; Charles 
W. Kent, University of Virginia; J. A. C. Chandler, Richmond, 
Va.; W. Meade Clark, Richmond, Va.,and S. S. P. Patteson, 
Richmond, Va. 

President Joseph Bryan then introduced Prof. J. Franklin 
Jameson, of the University uf Chicago, who was to deliver the 
annual address. 

Prof. Jameson's address was on ‘‘ The House of Burgesses in 
the Eighteenth Century,’’ and was listened to with deep interest 
and several times applauded. 

At the conclusion, Rev. W. Meade Clark moved a vote of 
thanks to the speaker, which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. W. G. Stanard moved that Prof. Jameson be requested 
to furnish the Society with a copy of his address, which should 
be published at the earliest practicable period in the Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography. The motion was unani- 
mously adopted. 


Then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 
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